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Key 

Vocabulary  

Definition 

Topography  Topography is the study of the shape and 

features of land surfaces 

Prime meridian 

line 

 

An imaginary line that divides the earth into 

two sections to show the eastern and 

western hemispheres. It is also used as the 

basis for world time zones.  

Longitude Imaginary lines parallel to the prime 

meridian line that help map makers locate 

places with accuracy. (Vertical lines) 

Latitude Imaginary lines parallel to the equator that 

help map makers to locate places with 

accuracy. (Horizontal lines) 

Eastern 

Hemisphere 

A term used to describe places that are east 

of the meridian line. 

Western 

Hemisphere 

A term used to describe places that are west 

of the meridian line 

Relief maps A map that uses shading and colours to 

indicate the height of the land 

Equator An imaginary line drawn around the middle 

of the earth an equal distance from the 

North Pole and the South Pole. 

Contours Contour is the outline or shape of something; 

also the line representing this outline.  

Coordinates A co-ordinate is a point where parallels and 

meridians intersect or cross over. 


